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CONYERS ON BUSH’S EXECUTIVE ORDERS ON FAITH BASED INITIATIVES:

“GOP nostalgic for life before civil rights in America”

Congressman John Conyers, Jr., Ranking Member of the House Judiciary Committee and
Dean of the Congressional Black Caucus issued the following statement today regarding President
Bush’s Executive Orders on faith based initiatives.

“The Grand Old Party remains nostalgic for life before the era of civil rights in
America.  Last week, Senate Majority Leader Lott shared his wish that segregationists
were still in the White House.  Today, President Bush takes the unprecedented step of
permitting taxpayer funds to be used to discriminate in employment.  

The President’s faith based Executive Orders violate one of the most fundamental
principles of civil rights, first enunciated 60 years ago by President Franklin Roosevelt,
that the government should not fund employers, religious or otherwise, who engage in
discrimination on account of race, religion, color or national origin.  All Americans should
find abhorrent a government policy that allows for a religious or racial litmus test for
hiring a person to serve soup, especially when that person is paid with taxpayer money. 
Cooking soup and giving it to the poor can be done equally well by persons of all races
and religious beliefs. 

I strongly believe that religious organizations play an important and positive role in
meeting our nation’s social welfare needs.  Religious organizations currently receive
billions of dollars of federal aid to provide social services.  However, these religious
organizations set up separate operating entities that maintain the historic separation of
church and state.  The President should not attempt to circumvent Congress, which
refused to pass his faith based initiative last year, by breaking down the barrier between
church and state through executive fiat.”
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